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About Kempton New Church School:
Overview

The Kempton New Church School (KNCS) is a rural elementary and middle school located in northern Berks County, Pennsylvania. The school, founded by parents, serves students whose parents are baptized members of the New Church. The enrollment is approximately 60 students, K-10, with a staff of full time teachers, part-time teachers and volunteers. It is one of nine schools in the school system of the General Church of the New Jerusalem, which is based in Bryn Athyn, Pennsylvania.

The New Church

The Kempton New Church School exists to support parents in teaching their children the Doctrines of the New Church. The New Church is based on the theological writings given through Emanuel Swedenborg, thirty-five volumes written between the years 1745 and 1772. These works explain the internal sense of the Word, the nature of God, the life of religion, and the nature of life after death. The works written through him describe a New Church, truly Christian:
At this day a New Church is being established by the Lord, which is meant by ‘the New Jerusalem’ in the Apocalypse. In it there will be the worship of the Lord alone, as it is in heaven. Thus everything which is contained in the Lord’s Prayer from beginning to end will be fulfilled.  Apocalypse Revealed 839:7.

The faith of the New Heaven and the New Church in universal terms is as follows: The Lord from eternity, who is Jehovah, came into the world to subdue the hells and to glorify His Human. Without this no mortal could have been saved, and those are saved who believe in Him. True Christian Religion 2
“The particulars of faith on man’s part are these:

God is one, in whom is the Divine Trinity, and He is the Lord God the Savior Jesus Christ.

Faith leading to salvation is to believe in Him.

Evil things must not be done because they are the work of the devil and come from him.

Good things must be done because they are the work of God and come from Him.

A person must perform these actions as if they were his own, but he must believe they come from the Lord working in him and through him.” 
True Christian Religion 3
The Purpose of a New Church School

The focus of the Kempton New Church School is to help children develop into good neighbors and good citizens, who know and care about what is important, and who can be useful and happy members of society both in this life and the world to come. The primary aim is to teach them how to love others, as in Matthew:


“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God in thy whole heart, and in thy whole soul, and in thy whole thought. This is the first and great commandment, and the second is like it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”  Matthew 22:37
Also in the Arcana Caelestia:

“Love to the Lord and love toward the neighbor are the very being of heaven and of the church.”  Arcana Caelestia 8988:3

This love is the central theme of New Church education, and other aspects take their life from it. Teachers and parents should always keep in mind that this is the main purpose, and that everything done in the school is to relate to it. Academic achievement, while important, is not the main thing. It is one of the means towards the end of living a useful life of love and charity. The following are some of the principal ways that this end is approached:

Worship - Each day begins with the worship of the Lord, with prayer, singing, and instruction.

The Word - Students learn the truths of the Word in morning worship, in regular religion classes, in church on Sunday, and in other classes when appropriate. Children memorize passages from the Word regularly. In addition teachers and parents are given the opportunity to pursue this study at weekly doctrinal classes, in their homes, and at other times.

Charity - Students are taught to treat each other well, both by example and instruction. The emphasis is on maintaining a sphere of charity and good will in all relationships among the students, among the adults, and between adults and students. The evils which are opposite to charity are to be shunned, and this shunning is the primary way of gaining spiritual life: 

Spiritual life is acquired solely by a life according to the commandments in the Word. These commandments are given in a summary in the Decalogue, namely, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shall not kill, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet the goods of others. These commandments are the commandments that are to be done, for when a man does these his works are good and his life is spiritual, because so far as a man shuns evils and hates them, so far he wills and loves goods.  Apocalypse Explained 1027

Uses - Perhaps the most important practice of charity is to learn to be useful both to oneself and to others. This is primarily taught at home, but at the school, too. The students are taught self-discipline, the importance of effort, initiative, cooperation and responsibility. They participate in chores and work parties that help maintain the school and grounds.

These four primary avenues have many branches, but they all lead to the central purpose of assisting parents to encourage the loves in children that will result in happy and useful lives. The promise of the New Church is that people can be led to a true worship of the Lord Jesus Christ, a life of uses, conjugial love, and therefore to heaven, through the understanding and practice of the truths of the Second Coming.

Other Important Themes
Make Religion Truly the Core of the School: Religion ought to be related whenever possible to all subject matter in the curriculum. The Word, including the Heavenly Doctrine, also forms the basis for teaching methods, student (and teacher) behavior, values, attitudes, work ethic, and respect for property.

Protect Innocence: One of the most precious qualities of childhood is innocence. Every effort should be made to preserve that innocence, and to use materials and methods that are appropriate to each age. We also have policies of chaperonage and rules about teacher-student relationships to protect everyone against the attacks of the hells. (See Protection of Children below.)
Lead by Delight and Freedom: While discipline and obedience are essential, the freedom of students is carefully to be guarded. This is the case when children are led to understanding by means of delights. Leadership by delights is promoted in the following ways: 
The Power of Ultimates:  By “ultimates” we mean things affecting the five senses, the things of the three kingdoms of nature, the concrete rather than the abstract, and doing rather than simply listening and watching. Teachers are encouraged to involve the students in hands-on learning activities. Ultimates such as these have a power in them which helps to induce a love of learning. In particular, KNCS has a focus on: 
Nature Science:  Since the school is surrounded by mountains and woodlands, a specialty in nature studies is a logical development.
Performing Arts:  Singing and acting in front of others promotes confidence and teamwork. It is an activity requiring intense effort and discipline, and which almost all children find rewarding. Every child in the school from kindergarten on participates in at least one play or similar activity during the school year.

Human Relations:  Warm and familiar relations are encouraged among adults, among students, and between students and adults. Although criticism is an essential tool for improvement and growth, we try to avoid sharp and frequent criticism.
Encouragement of Parental Participation: The school was begun by parents and the strength of the school rests on the involvement of parents and other members of the community. This is done in several ways:

Volunteer Teaching and Tutoring:  Parents and others spend hours in the school assisting teachers, sometimes teaching whole courses. This is a tremendous asset to the school and is greatly appreciated.

Counsel:  Important decisions are arrived at by discussion with faculty and parents. Major decisions, such as whether to build something or whether to add a new grade, are made by a vote of the whole society.

Committees:  Parents and others are also involved in committees for hiring, planning, building, etc. Maintaining and encouraging these activities keeps the ownership of the school in the hands of parents.

The Physical Plant:  Everyone works together to maintain the building and premises, keep the gardens, and do repairs and additions.

Recognition of the Primacy of the Home: We regard the family as the primary child-raising agency. In practical terms, this means the following things, among others:

A Shorter Day:  The school day goes from 7:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m., five days a week, 180 days a year, for grades 1-6, with kindergarten having slightly less and older students only three hours and twenty minutes more. This means that students are usually home for lunch, and free to spend the afternoons with their families.

Family Events:  There are times when events at home warrant a student being excused from doing homework for an evening. A note from the home is sufficient to reschedule the assignment.

Out-Of-School Time:  Parents may take their children out of school to do things which they think are important, such as going on trips or outings, or doing essential farm work. A note from home explaining the reason for the absence is all that is requested. Arrangements should be made with teachers for making up lost work. (See also the Middle School rules.)
Maintain a Strong Homeroom: Through eighth sixth? grade, and to a lesser degree in ninth and tenth, we aim to keep a clear home room center under one teacher who teaches the majority of the courses. Below seventh grade it is important that one teacher be involved in almost all of the courses, to be a stabilizing guide for the students in that grade.

Masculine and Feminine Leadership: We try to provide proper male and female spheres for the development of boys and for the development of girls. Although constrained by our small size and budget, we also provide some distinctly masculine and feminine courses or assignments within co-ed courses. 
Encourage a Balanced Life. We aim for a balance of home life, school work, other work, and social and leisure time. Dedication to uses should not mean neglect of oneself and family.

These are some of the goals and practices by which we aim to make the Kempton New Church School special. The only thing that can genuinely make any school special, however, is the practice of love to the Lord, and “there is no love to the Lord with a person except in charity.”  Life 22
A Brief History of the School

In 1979 a number of the members of the New Church congregation in Kempton decided that they wanted their children to have a New Church education. Under the Rev. Arne Bau-Madsen, they formed their own school with 10 students, grades 1-4, in one classroom in a local church. One of the parents, Yorvar Synnestvedt, an educator, became the head teacher, and the others joined in and taught along side of him, helping where they could. The next year they converted part of a barn that a member donated into some classrooms, and the following year they hired another teacher.


As time went on more parents became interested, more grades and classrooms were added, teachers were hired, and ten years later there were over sixty students, from kindergarten to tenth grade, seven full-time teachers, plus a principal, a secretary, and all the parents. The barn, really two connected barns, was converted into a very nice school building, partly by the parents themselves. A third barn became an unheated gym.


Traditionally there has been a high degree of parental involvement in New Church schools. This school, which was begun by parents, has a commitment to serving the home. Its goal is to cooperate with parents in preparing children to be useful citizens in this world, and, more importantly, to become useful citizens of the Lord’s kingdom in heaven.

The School Emblem

The KNCS emblem is a flying eagle, passing in front of the Pinnacle, the mountain which overlooks the school. The flying eagle is a symbol of spiritual intelligence and freedom, and of the Lord watching over His children. The wings especially represent the Lord’s power to lift us up to see the truths of the Word. The mountain indicates the strong, sure presence of His love.

‘And to the woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness, into her place.’ This signifies the Divine circumspection over that church, and its protection, which is as yet among a few. Revelation 12:14; Apocalypse Revealed 561

Those who wait on the Lord shall renew their strength;


They shall mount up with wings like eagles,


They shall run and not be weary,


They shall walk and not faint.  Isaiah 40:31
Policies:

Admissions
Religious Requirement

Admission is open to any child baptized into the New Church. Any child may be baptized whose parents believe in the teachings of the New Church.


Occasional exceptions to the above rule may be made in cases where parents have demonstrated a sincere interest in becoming a part of the church group, and are willing to attend church, doctrinal classes, and other society functions, for about a year before a child is enrolled. Admission and continued enrollment in the school is at the discretion of the pastor.


The Kempton New Church School does not discriminate against individuals by reason of race, ethnic background, color, nationality, or gender.

Age Requirement

Children entering kindergarten should be five years old by the first of June in the spring before they enter kindergarten. Children entering first grade should be six years old by the first of June in the spring before they enter first grade. 

Tuition, Fees and Expenses

The congregation of the Kempton New Church and the General Church provide substantial support for the school. Tuition and fees represent less than 20% of the actual cost per student. 


Yearly tuition rates and comprehensive fees are set for our school by the Board of Trustees of the Kempton New Church. Parents are notified of these as soon as the amounts have been established. These are payable in a lump sum or in installments.


Students supply some of their own notebooks, markers and pencils. The children are also occasionally asked to bring money for a special class or school trip, since the school does not normally pay for field trip admission fees. Requests of this sort will be communicated directly to parents.
Health Records

Pennsylvania law requires the school to maintain certain medical records. Students may not be admitted to the school unless they have the following:


· Immunization Card:  This is a record of immunizations the child has received. It can also be filled out on the Private Physician’s Report. A section of the card can also be filled out to indicate conscientious objection to immunization.

· Private Physician’s Report:  This is a medical evaluation filled out by the family doctor. Forms are available at the school. A doctor’s examination is required before kindergarten and before sixth grade. 

· School Health Record:  The form is available at the school.

· Dental Form: Filled out by the family dentist in 3rd and 7th grade. The form is available at the school.

Organization

Protection of Children
In our church and church schools, there have been instances of abuse of children by priests and by teachers. We must be on guard to protect the innocence of our children. Here are some ways we are trying to be careful at the Kempton New Church and KNCS:

· In sermons and classes, we discuss the protection of innocence as one of the chief duties of parents and of all adults. We also discuss the state of the fallen Christian Church within us and around us, and the desire of the hells to destroy innocence. 

· For KNCS, ASPIRE and Church young people’s trips, it is well understood that there have to be married men and women present as chaperons, and for overnight co-ed trips, at least one married couple (both husband and wife). 

· From time to time we have discussions in faculty meetings – male and female faculty separately and together – about potential issues around the school and how to protect the children and the faculty. 

· Whenever a teacher is hired, we make sure that he or she complies with the law requiring a police report, certifying that there is no record of abuse. 

· Informally, there has been a lot of discussion of appropriate and inappropriate behavior and monitoring among parents here due to the presence in the community of a person convicted of child abuse. 

Our faculty understands that any allegation of abuse must be reported to the civil authorities within 24 hours. We will also report such an allegation to the parents. We understand that we are not to judge an allegation but be supportive both to accuser and accused, making it clear that the situation must be reported to the authorities and to the parents immediately. 
Student Support Limitations

We know that parents of children with special needs are as eager for their children to enjoy the benefits of a New Church education as any parents in the church. When learning disabilities or special needs are identified, the school will determine what support we are able to offer within our budgetary and personnel confines. Sometimes our small classes suit students with special needs. We have often reduced courses and requirements to suit certain students, or provided some courses while a student takes other courses at home.

We do not have a separate special education program. We also may not be able to accommodate children with serious behavioral or emotional problems. If parents desire or require more for their children than the school can provide, they can consider educational institutions that have an emphasis upon special needs students, or schools with specialized programs to meet their needs. We are pleased to do what we can. 
Care of the Building and Grounds

There is no paid maintenance staff and most maintenance is taken care of by a committee of volunteers. The lawns are mowed by a professional service.


In school each teacher, with his or her students, is responsible for certain duties around the school, such as emptying wastebaskets, cleaning the art room, cleaning their own room, etc. Time for this is set aside twice a week in the Middle School. Teachers are responsible for their own classrooms. Parents are asked to volunteer to clean the bathrooms, or they pay an extra fee with the tuition bill so that we may hire someone to take their place.
Communications

In a small church society informal communication is the general rule. We expect frequent parent-teacher communication about school matters. In addition, the following structures exist to promote good communication:


· Note Home – weekly during the school year

· Newsletter - monthly

· Meetings with parents

· Class meetings, especially at the beginning of the year

· Parent-teacher meetings in the middle of each semester

Academics
Curriculum

In a broad sense, curriculum includes all the experiences children have at school. We try to integrate the courses we teach in order to help students see connections among the things that they learn.


KNCS generally follows the curriculum suggested for use in all General Church Schools.


At KNCS there are two grades to each classroom. The two grades are usually treated as a unit. The classroom follows a curriculum that alternates year by year; for example, following the first grade curriculum one year and the second grade curriculum the next. In subjects where knowledge given in one year is prerequisite to that taught the following year, especially math and foreign language, the grades are taught separately. 
Attendance

Absence and lateness are serious impediments to any school program. Lateness and absence is recorded. (See also the Middle School rules.)

Evaluation and Records
Report Cards:  Reports are sent to parents twice a year. Grades 5-10 are given letter or numerical grades as well as written comments. Grades K-4 are given written comments. The grading system is as follows:
	Excellent
	90 – 100
	A

	Good
	80 – 90
	B

	Fair
	70 – 80
	C

	Poor
	60 – 70
	D

	Fail
	0 – 60
	F


Oral Conferences:  In addition to report cards, oral conference between teacher and parent are scheduled twice each year.

Standardized Tests:  Each year students in grades 3-8 take the IOWA tests, which measure how well students perform in certain basic skill areas in relation to students throughout the United States and in the General Church system.
Student Records:  These are collected and maintained throughout each child’s schooling. A student’s records include:

· Report cards, including grades, comments and attendance
· Standardized tests

· Medical and dental records

· Results of any special testing, such as psychological or other tests

These records are confidential, but parents are free to inspect their own children’s records at any time.

Homework

Homework serves many purposes. Any given assignment may include the following:
· Reinforcement and extension of what has been covered in school.

· An opportunity to be creative.

· Practice in responsibility and independent work.

Average homework amounts are as follows, though any given night may have more or less.

	Grades 1 &  2
	15 minutes 3 days per week

	Grades 3 &  4
	30 – 45 minutes

	Grades 5 &  6
	45 – 75 minutes

	Grades 7 &  8
	75 – 120 minutes

	Grades 9 & 10
	100 – 180 minutes


These guidelines do not assume a particular skill level so much as they assume good habits. Having a routine of a regular time and a reasonably quiet place to do homework will save students much time and frustration. Parents can do a lot to help their children develop efficient work habits. We hope that students’ time at home will not be dominated by homework and that they will have time to play, follow their own interests, and do things with the rest of the family.

Taking Tests at Home

Often the need can arise for the administration of a test or quiz at home, as make- up from an absence or for a failed grade. Staying after school sometimes presents problems for students and parents as well as teachers, so your willingness to help make this work is appreciated.


Guidelines for giving your son or daughter a test: A test should be administered by a parent (or other adult) only, not a sibling. You should be present for the time that the student is taking the quiz, and be sure that all books and papers have been put away before he or she begins. The test itself will come in a sealed envelope. There will be an envelope inside to seal the completed test into, with a place for you to sign. By signing, you confirm that the test arrived in a sealed envelope, that the test was given according to the guidelines, and that you sealed the envelope after the test was completed.

Cheating
Cheating can be a temptation to students. For this reason we are including a few reminders of what constitutes cheating:
· On homework: Asking for help from teachers and parents when stuck on homework is very useful. Working on homework with a friend is sometimes permissible, depending on the teacher and the subject (see individual instructor). However, a student must hand in only his or her own work. Students must not lend their papers or homework to another student, or copy each other’s work. Both the lender and the copier are guilty of cheating. 

· On tests and exams: Using any information other than that which is supplied by the teacher or that which is from the student’s own mind, during a test, quiz or exam is cheating. This includes looking at your neighbor’s paper, whispering, or otherwise supplying the answers. Discussing questions or answers with someone who was absent and has not yet taken the test is also cheating. 
Behavior

The moral development of a child is the foundation of his or her spiritual development. Moral concepts, such as honesty, industry, courtesy, and friendship, are learned in the classroom, sports field and social times at school as well as at home. It is essential, therefore, that an atmosphere of charity and order conducive to learning be maintained in schools.


To this end the staff attempts to teach students continuously about expected behavior, both in the classroom and outside of it. We try to guide students in their relationships with each other, as well as with adults, while allowing for their freedom. We aim to cultivate the warm personal relationships with students that are necessary for trust and guidance. 


The Ten Commandments form the basis for the school standards of behavior. The school staff together sets guidelines that apply to the whole school .The classroom teacher makes policies for her classroom. Systems of rewards or progressive consequences are used. An effort is also made to make consequences immediate, rather than delayed. We try to work closely with parents to support a child in amending his behavior.
Social Events

Generally speaking student social life is the realm of the home. However, there are occasional social events that involve the school. Here are two general principles regarding these events:

· Age Groups:  There is an effort to include all age groups in social events as much as possible, and certainly everyone within an age group.

· Chaperons: Any school event for young people should be chaperoned in a manner acceptable to the school principal. (See Protection of Children above.)

Dress Code
General

Both boys and girls must comply with basic requirements of cleanliness and appropriateness. Specifically, the following are not allowed: 

· Holes or rips* 

· Ragged or deliberately frayed edges*

· Pants that are frayed at the bottom* 

· Hats inside the school

· Bare feet 

· Undergarments showing above or below clothing

· Items that look as if they do not belong in the school environment

· Slogans: Please pay special attention to items of clothing (e.g., T-shirts) that have slogans, advertising or other writing on them. Any writing should be appropriate for our church school setting. Additionally, any shirts, jackets or tops with things written on the back must be covered up for chapel.

Enforcement of the dress code will be done as early as possible in the morning and every attempt will be made to be discreet. If a student has repeated infractions, detention may be given and will be served that day if possible. In some cases an alternative garment may be provided to wear that day, or students may have to go home and change.

*Any clothes with flaws should be mended or patched before being worn to school; no rips, tears, holes or frayed edges are permitted. This includes the bottom of pant legs that have a tendency to wear out. Any lose threads should be trimmed and frayed edges re-hemmed.

Boys

· No sleeveless shirts: In addition to the above standards of cleanliness and appropriateness, boys may not wear sleeveless shirts to class. Any physical education exceptions to this will be handled by individual instructors. Shirts must be worn in the school at all times, including after physical education. 

· No excessively baggy pants are allowed or any pants worn in such a way that the crotch of the pants hangs low. Boys should be able to move freely about in classes and physical education without having to hang on to trousers or be constantly hitching them up. Students should not have their underwear visible at any time.

· Shoes must be tied if they have laces.

· Pleated or dress shorts may be worn to school, provided they are knee length and do not resemble athletic shorts. (Athletic shorts may be worn for PE.)
Girls

· No tight clothing of any sort, including tops, bottoms and jeans. This may mean that you need to have “school size” items. The biggest problems we have had in this area are pants that are too tight in the seat and/or thighs. Because of the return of the bell bottom styles, sometimes they are also too tight just above the knees on their way down to flare out at mid-calf. Please keep in mind that different figures might make tightness more problematic. We will do our best to be fair.
· No midriffs on display at any time. All tops must cover the midriff adequately so that no skin shows when standing, seated, bending over, reaching up or raising your hand, etc. Sometimes girls wear another layer underneath a shorter shirt so that this problem will not occur. This is fine, unless the shirt under the shirt hangs down and looks like underwear protruding. We reserve the right to decide what looks too much like underwear.

· No underwear showing at any time. No clothing that looks like underwear or is sheer enough to make underwear visible. 

· No tights, leggings or stirrup pants unless a skirt, shorts or dress of the required length is worn layered on top.

· No dresses, skirts or shorts that are too short. Please remember that things get shorter when you sit, climb stairs, or bend over. Skirts and dresses must come to the bottom of the knee so that appropriate coverage can be maintained at all times. If you wear a skirt with a slit, the slit must not be higher than the permitted length of a skirt, which is to say not above the bottom of the knee. Shorts must be no less than four inches above the kneecap and they may not have side slits. NOTE: shorts for PE* are an exception to this rule. 

· No tank tops. Sleeveless tops may be worn as long as the shoulders are at least two inches wide and the neckline is modest. 

· Please also avoid “slinky” fabrics that cling to one’s contours such as jersey or spandex. Any garment that looks as if it belongs elsewhere will not be permitted. Examples of these might be the following: loungewear, work clothes, evening wear, theatrical costumes, and work-out items such as sweat pants or sweat skirts. Sweatshirts may be worn as long as they are within clothing guidelines. In other words, anything that does not look like school attire should be avoided. We reserve the right to make decisions regarding the appropriateness of an item of clothing.

· No flip flops (leather or plastic) or other footwear that make noticeably loud sounds going in and out of chapel or up and down the halls and/or may look like beachwear.

· Keep in mind that teen-agers have a way of growing out of clothes as they progress through the year and that clothes have a way of shrinking when washed repeatedly. What may pass inspection in the first semester, therefore, may not be acceptable in the second. 

· Finally, there is often the problem of things being too tight because they were just washed. We ask that you stretch them out at home first or not wear them at all if they are tight.

* PE attire: Girls may wear long or short pants for gym. PE shorts must come halfway to the knee and be loose enough to allow free movement. If the shorts have a side slit, it must come only halfway to the knee. This means that shorts with side slits have to be longer. Sleeveless tops as described just above may be worn.

Middle School
Rules
· Lockers: Visit lockers and restrooms preferably before school, at fitness breaks, lunch or after school. Nothing is allowed to be posted on the outside of lockers or on the walls.

· Backpacks should be kept out of the way so no one trips over them during class. All personal effects must be removed from the classrooms at the end of each school day.

· Jackets are to be hung on pegs in the upstairs hallway and not dropped in classrooms or halls.

· Breaks: You are required to go outside for fitness breaks and physical education; please make sure to bring appropriate clothing for the weather.

· Supplies: You must bring your own supplies of notebooks, paper, pen and pencils and not “bum” supplies from others or help yourselves in the supply closet without permission.

· Lunchtime: When you finish eating lunch at school, please remain in the society room until just before 1:00 p.m. (Afternoon classes begin promptly at 12:55.) Please, no eating or drinking in the society room at any time during school.

· Phones and computers: You may use phones and computers only by permission of faculty, secretary, or principal.

· Pianos: No playing games or the piano in the society room during dismissal times as this makes it difficult for people to hear when names are called out. Pianos should only be played during school hours with a teacher’s permission.
· Beginning and End of Day: Be prepared to begin and end your day in an orderly fashion:

· Bring all required materials to class.

· Sharpen pencils before class.

· N.B. Take all materials out of the classroom at the end of the day and clean up any mess you have made. 

· Classroom Decorum:

· No tipping chairs against the walls.

· No graffiti.
· No eating or drinking during class without a teacher’s permission and no chewing gum.

· No writing or passing notes during class.

· No sleeping.

· All work submitted must be your own (see cheating policy).

· Please stand when an adult enters the room unless told otherwise.

· Participation in class:

· Raise hand to be called on.

· Do assigned homework to the best of your ability and communicate any problems with it to your teacher prior to class.

· Please respect your classmate’s desire to learn by not distracting each other during class. 

· Lateness:

· If you are late to school, 20 minutes of detention may be served at fitness break or as soon as possible. 
· If you miss chapel 30 minutes or more of detention may be served. 
· Your lateness will be excused if a parent phones or writes a note to say that circumstances beyond the student’s control made him/her late that day (unless the lateness becomes chronic).

· Absence: If you are absent, you are responsible for all missed work. Homeroom teachers will be more likely to generate a homework sheet if they are warned in advance of your absence (7:30 a.m. is not too late). Work can be collected from the secretary’s desk at pick up time or later. (See also page 3 under “homework.”)

· Discipline: If discipline is necessary for something other than lateness, the individual teacher will use his or her own discretion.
Homework
Every attempt will be made to write the assignments on the board for each class. However, it is the student’s responsibility to get the homework each day. Assignment books will be provided by KNCS for those who ask.

Students are responsible to get assignments from a friend if they miss them for any reason. In the event that a student is absent from class, teachers or another student assigned to the task will attempt to collect homework assignments and have them ready by dismissal. However, it will be the family’s responsibility to come inside and collect the homework from Mrs. Smith’s desk (or track it down in the Middle School) if a child is absent.

Questions about the homework may be addressed by calling the teacher at school or at home if necessary. We welcome questions and are pleased to offer clarification and encouragement. It is preferable to do this early, in the afternoon rather than the evening. But students are welcome to call Mrs. Karas until 8:30 p.m., Mr. Wyncoll, Mr. Smith and Rev. Smith till 9:30 p.m., Rev. Heilman and Miss Kate until 10:00 p.m. Please note: we much prefer to be called than to have a student in the dark about the assignment. 

Homework must be turned in upon arrival at school. Both the 7/8 and the 9/10 classrooms have their own trays for this purpose. The idea behind this is to avoid the temptation to finish homework during class or home room time. If a student is unable to complete an assignment on time, he or she is responsible to alert the instructor upon arrival and make arrangements to stay after school. Consult individual teachers for additional penalties on late homework, for “extensions,” make up work or extra credit.

Weekly reports are a communication and support tool to be used upon parental request or if deemed necessary by the faculty to help with chronic homework problems.
Schedule
The School Day
Arrival

7:45 a.m. 
Homeroom begins

8:00 a.m. 
First bell rings, for quiet preparation for worship.

8:05 a.m.
Second bell rings for worship.

Worship: The whole school has worship in the Church on Mondays. On Tuesdays and Wednesdays grades 5-10 have worship in the Church while the younger classes have it in their rooms. On Thursdays and Fridays all students have worship in their rooms.

Recess: During the morning there is a 15-minute recess for the students. Teachers supervise active games.

Dismissal is at 12:45 p.m., except Middle School students, who have afternoon school twice a week.

Afternoon School for Grades 7-10 on Monday and Wednesday is dismissed at 2:45 p.m.

Visitors, both student and adult, are welcome at all times. Parents are especially encouraged to come and sit in on classes. Prior notice is encouraged but not required.

The School Year 

For students, the school year is 180 days, usually beginning late August and ending early June depending on snow days, holidays etc. (Teachers work on a ten-month contract.)

Snow Days

When school needs to be called off over night, each teacher will receive a call between 6:15 and 6:30 a.m. Teachers then call parents according to the phone chain set up at the beginning of each year.
Trips
School Trips

Teachers are encouraged to make field trips to reinforce classroom studies and inspire student interest. Permission slips, seat belts for all travelers and chaperons are required for all trips.

Family Trips During School

Some children miss several days of school to go on family trips. Parents must evaluate the usefulness of such trips relative to the challenges of their child(ren) missing school and the extra demands it puts on them and the teachers.


If you are planning to remove your child(ren) from school for travel, here are some reminders of what will make it easier for your child(ren) and us:

· Notify the Assistant Principal, (610-756-6140, ext.205), as soon as you know of an expected absence. He will make sure that the administration and teachers are informed. (See also the Middle School rules.)

· Allocate some extra time when you return to help your child(ren) with learning new material.

· Expect your child(ren) to spend additional time either after school or on homework when they return. Occasionally homework can be assigned in advance, such as long term reading assignments, which can then be done while a student is absent.
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